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Issue 12 - Spring 2016 

BATalk - is an electronic newsletter sharing important 

certification program information with Washington's Backflow 

Assembly Testers (BAT).  

IMPORTANT UPDATE 

WASHINGTON CERTIFICATION SERVICES IS 
MOVING 
This summer Washington Certification Services will be moving 

to a new Green River College building currently under 

construction in downtown Auburn.  Both the office and the 

Backflow Assembly Tester (BAT) examination facility will be in 

the new location.  To facilitate our move, there will be no BAT 

certification or professional growth exams scheduled in Auburn 

in July.  Check our online exam schedules for alternate dates 

and locations. 

 

  

Applications mailed to our old address after we move 

w ill be delayed and applicants may miss the enrollment 

deadline. 

 

 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mSXx-T3gKXNGT7rTRXVumB8dmBM4mnhZKrDvc8mLWcess9Si-GAOoM_ABdcpHZaKEdWVZLkcEACp3HQ9zF7HWovn2CurRGQo-goLmmz1jsx7UjHuLGkJnFz8Ij72As9veZ5ce_JAXcL_VgQlx8coPqTcR81ePVmTWPiUnIZPpSoWJzvJ4bJ3oxYwuqGqHa1PvX1GLNd-soI_zBdZFZ7SAUYEgXBfgKfcLgQBpXrtu2U7Wr_rhOYzsf0HyZLb3kja&c=XFblNPjpm4IqUXXXwjXHcZlmchtNHPKX_T_r1QUEM152SIBKunY_qg==&ch=oA_kT9Nb1RhDxH6qpvepw64_g28Fsj41WdH3Inz9rlf_D29PDBLjrA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mSXx-T3gKXNGT7rTRXVumB8dmBM4mnhZKrDvc8mLWcess9Si-GAOoKyDuGHO43dMEccCUoycGVPUxjGJSA84CUwVS9BzTriSy0zuhdrauwDNaE73G5PtmWfwCo_1OL2y-a3T1lvAcA-GFSmiCpW4MWZcg5UICiVzqqxZplrRNEyCUEP7Lsh0UowewGPu2Wnf3pNmdH1019j1wrZyvIveY4uRuE8KaU542rHRmjf87L4=&c=XFblNPjpm4IqUXXXwjXHcZlmchtNHPKX_T_r1QUEM152SIBKunY_qg==&ch=oA_kT9Nb1RhDxH6qpvepw64_g28Fsj41WdH3Inz9rlf_D29PDBLjrA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mSXx-T3gKXNGT7rTRXVumB8dmBM4mnhZKrDvc8mLWcess9Si-GAOoEO70Z8-i7arhadGp88UaVXD65FJJr_Y4evzFHLoJjnCAfQFtcp6VM-RriLkrSbCJ3napYO512wXO-O_zo9vuMZQ5C_tMzjdGW-0jjf8zDKG7g7x2oph9Saei-Eg-0n5wg==&c=XFblNPjpm4IqUXXXwjXHcZlmchtNHPKX_T_r1QUEM152SIBKunY_qg==&ch=oA_kT9Nb1RhDxH6qpvepw64_g28Fsj41WdH3Inz9rlf_D29PDBLjrA==
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1114104713034&a=1124471801129&ea=batnews%40greenriver.edu
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1114104713034&a=1124471801129&ea=batnews%40greenriver.edu
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mSXx-T3gKXNGT7rTRXVumB8dmBM4mnhZKrDvc8mLWcess9Si-GAOoEaC4Nr-qQ8cBPgxrgGHPLkDumCgDwf8ACo4NCLf-VpaKJBkaqVR2BSwUJCwk-YCRvNNRJfPniRgIjZGNrw0UOVIJ90i1lYG9ZSibn8GaftVhdsQvr0ooNbxelvDL792v8MeGRKceEeQsN1PbBPOsZ0Owyn0ov4XthuTBUpaS90XcnG-_ONrn9H7hjyYDf4M1ZvkoqM_tk02&c=XFblNPjpm4IqUXXXwjXHcZlmchtNHPKX_T_r1QUEM152SIBKunY_qg==&ch=oA_kT9Nb1RhDxH6qpvepw64_g28Fsj41WdH3Inz9rlf_D29PDBLjrA==
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http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1114104713034&a=1124471801129&ea=batnews%40greenriver.edu


The Washington Certification Services web page, applications 

and other forms will be updated with our new mailing address 

as soon as our move date is confirmed.  Always check online for 

the most current certification and professional growth exam 

applications.  Applicants scheduled for exams beginning in 

August will receive directions to our new Auburn location with 

their confirmation letters. 

  
 

REPLACING YOUR COPY OF THE USC NON-ILLUSTRATED FIELD TEST 

PROCEDURES 

University of Southern California's Foundation for Cross-Connection Control and Hydraulic 

Research (USC) publishes the Manual of Cross Connection Control 10th Edition.  This manual 

contains the field test procedures used to administer Washington's Backflow Assembly Tester 

examinations, and to test assemblies in the field.  The non-illustrated version of the procedures is 

included in Appendix A of the manual. 

  

To assist Washington's Backflow Assembly Tester examination applicants, Department of Health 

has special permission from USC to purchase and distribute a booklet containing only the non-

illustrated field test procedures.  Applicants for an examination may request one copy of the 

booklet by checking the appropriate box on the application form.  For more information, see page 

3 of the Winter 2011 issue of USC's Cross Talk newsletter. 

 

   
USC has special requirements for distribution of the Non-I llustrated Field Test 

Procedures booklet.  Washington Certification Services is authorized to provide a copy 

at no cost to an exam applicant upon request ONE TIME ONLY! 
 

 

If your one copy of the Non-Illustrated Field Test Procedures booklet is lost or damaged, WCS 

cannot provide a replacement.  You can order the Manual of Cross Connection Control 10th Edition 

from USC.  With a 10th Edition manual purchase you can also purchase a laminated abbreviated 

version of the procedures to carry with you in the field. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mSXx-T3gKXNGT7rTRXVumB8dmBM4mnhZKrDvc8mLWcess9Si-GAOoNdLwilWvstdABJEVzUcVl_EiTcPQySgJa2tXTMsnY4HxF31Ust8Ad7G8HkwqfYJk3sponci_ajo3weh5FHaGF3-PPXiKosnYliqLuccpciFSeRhQ6BFZSqlEy_ijDxK0C4KZrHoOu8saGGmCiu8JQXekbFzm_nmlv3zF1FftNluhNDKH8VW-aY=&c=XFblNPjpm4IqUXXXwjXHcZlmchtNHPKX_T_r1QUEM152SIBKunY_qg==&ch=oA_kT9Nb1RhDxH6qpvepw64_g28Fsj41WdH3Inz9rlf_D29PDBLjrA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mSXx-T3gKXNGT7rTRXVumB8dmBM4mnhZKrDvc8mLWcess9Si-GAOoNdLwilWvstdABJEVzUcVl_EiTcPQySgJa2tXTMsnY4HxF31Ust8Ad7G8HkwqfYJk3sponci_ajo3weh5FHaGF3-PPXiKosnYliqLuccpciFSeRhQ6BFZSqlEy_ijDxK0C4KZrHoOu8saGGmCiu8JQXekbFzm_nmlv3zF1FftNluhNDKH8VW-aY=&c=XFblNPjpm4IqUXXXwjXHcZlmchtNHPKX_T_r1QUEM152SIBKunY_qg==&ch=oA_kT9Nb1RhDxH6qpvepw64_g28Fsj41WdH3Inz9rlf_D29PDBLjrA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mSXx-T3gKXNGT7rTRXVumB8dmBM4mnhZKrDvc8mLWcess9Si-GAOoPQ96-mOOKgSnbbMGdlx9iL15UeYyQCNO7oYlXpKqyx99uxZWKd1lXZKp6ibLMLcnFh2xkXymfpn89Gp8kbm6xwE87EDIuylgdzdT0n29fKy87wGODkr2hug9AYv1aWId1m_sFKOzd9U&c=XFblNPjpm4IqUXXXwjXHcZlmchtNHPKX_T_r1QUEM152SIBKunY_qg==&ch=oA_kT9Nb1RhDxH6qpvepw64_g28Fsj41WdH3Inz9rlf_D29PDBLjrA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mSXx-T3gKXNGT7rTRXVumB8dmBM4mnhZKrDvc8mLWcess9Si-GAOoPQ96-mOOKgSnbbMGdlx9iL15UeYyQCNO7oYlXpKqyx99uxZWKd1lXZKp6ibLMLcnFh2xkXymfpn89Gp8kbm6xwE87EDIuylgdzdT0n29fKy87wGODkr2hug9AYv1aWId1m_sFKOzd9U&c=XFblNPjpm4IqUXXXwjXHcZlmchtNHPKX_T_r1QUEM152SIBKunY_qg==&ch=oA_kT9Nb1RhDxH6qpvepw64_g28Fsj41WdH3Inz9rlf_D29PDBLjrA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mSXx-T3gKXNGT7rTRXVumB8dmBM4mnhZKrDvc8mLWcess9Si-GAOoEaC4Nr-qQ8cDYGSwlTzRMcKHhHO8drK0O7LM7z9yE4OjtcQyt-6RreIC4unQLY39wd9ItyU7asPYkWUyakvsVIhRVuoJhiPCeZmazOIx6ZcTQqqyhpW2YMlX6LoUX27RKqprlDeR2n6WhgqFL_d5pnWysjJGMaaadx9mCAqurRhADVdFzpmLlxaIz38yAjV4zSVxjBlVXc-M2M6hkI9-uE=&c=XFblNPjpm4IqUXXXwjXHcZlmchtNHPKX_T_r1QUEM152SIBKunY_qg==&ch=oA_kT9Nb1RhDxH6qpvepw64_g28Fsj41WdH3Inz9rlf_D29PDBLjrA==
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ACCIDENTAL ACTIVATION OF THE RELIEF VALVE 

Does the USC 10th Edition manual address what a tester should do if they accidentally "dump the 

relief valve" on the RPBA prior to the actual relief valve opening point (Test No. 1 of the field test 

procedures)? 

  

According to Paul Schwartz, Chief Engineer at USC's Foundation for Cross Connection Control and 

Hydraulic Research, all efforts are made in the RPBA field test procedures to prevent the 

"accidental" activation of the relief valve prior to the actual opening point test.  Each time the relief 

valve is caused to open, the opening point will tend to increase.  This means that a relief valve 

that may have failed the opening point test (<2.0 psid) the first time it opened, may have passed 

each time the relief valve is opened again. 

 

   
There is no specific statement in the USC 10th Edition manual that directs a tester to 

maintain/ repair the assembly should they accidentally "dump the relief 

valve."  Exercising the relief valve is not considered a repair function. 
 

 

A tester in this situation should report the field test results under their control to the best of their 

ability.  The relief valve opening point may not actually have gone from a failing to passing value; 

it may just have changed from a passing value to a slightly different passing value.  The relief 

valve would only require maintenance if the recorded reading was below 2.0 psid. 

  

Testers should refer to page 26 of the Non-Illustrated Field Test Procedures for detailed 

diagnostics, and they can read more about exercising the relief valve in the Winter/Spring 2012 

edition of USC's Cross Talk newsletter. 
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