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Issue 19 - Winter 2018 

BATalk - is an electronic newsletter sharing important 

certification program information with Washington's Backflow 

Assembly Testers (BAT).   

IMPORTANT UPDATE 
RENEW NOW TO AVOID LATE FEE  
The deadline to pay the $42.00 fee to renew your BAT 

certification is January 22, 2018. Online payments submitted 

after January 22nd will be assessed an additional fee of $35.00. 

If you do not pay the fee by the February 28, 2018 deadline 

your certificate will be inactivated effective March 1, 2018. To 

become certified again you will have to apply, pay all applicable 

fees, and pass both the hands-on and written parts of the BAT 

Certification Examination.  

  

 

Pay your BAT renewal fee by January 22, 2018 to avoid 

the late fee!   

 

2018 renewal notices were sent via email in November followed 

by reminders in December and January. If your email address 

or other contact information has changed, notify Washington 

Certification Services by submitting an Information Change 

Form. 

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017z6AvZzuXI265CXmJQ-GaNEls_yu9korrTN99gPdyNIl0elf1W5_vxC2DdVmeB6u_UbLv03Ls4gQym5T6nWqF3v-3_3uoSRZYLalPBSPiIJLPtIm2YIz56fc0Chqpl5eAwMzfRd2fa3xCjjNSSclLtxH_c0529qZBL97r974WtQ1YAQrOlHAfg0fl7pk8xsiKmrjL8uFgj99NZLVrQExaXmMUrVhvBtc4N2_HalbE_ypB7tGyFF7iV6PcW-fKIth&c=OUAcX1z4wFrLzpVHBjG9xN6xPP06GUSHnhjx_O7QNc0mpXcImrpnbQ==&ch=tuWdqw3MLgSc36lacWUWblqz-X92SqrYFrEod-e4TmSt_SM9qzaQUA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017z6AvZzuXI265CXmJQ-GaNEls_yu9korrTN99gPdyNIl0elf1W5_v4AjPCDWqWbC1H6q73q7-LVvUNYIWCRJp7En0Nlo2lMXrJaa8rbrI-wmM2cWiGmhZW2MbTYhldGGBKGIS4GZZOQWlRYJYe_zlruTP2uuParDwBGM9sATEp4jCKUzyzuViPe-rfr4fDV8Ulct98blZRmmgif2zSEdbvJmGpW4TQb20a_cfyzElOY=&c=OUAcX1z4wFrLzpVHBjG9xN6xPP06GUSHnhjx_O7QNc0mpXcImrpnbQ==&ch=tuWdqw3MLgSc36lacWUWblqz-X92SqrYFrEod-e4TmSt_SM9qzaQUA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017z6AvZzuXI265CXmJQ-GaNEls_yu9korrTN99gPdyNIl0elf1W5_vzKwgOTpq2Luc4x0WHWpgwDqBD4N0R0ccczF1ZWjhj-JOO5nj3QSWeio6-4Cw9wj-yZZoan0nsvlyEdvdT_2LSEPt87WfxaRxnerOrim73k0oPjNMvH4D94uqAhNCVnD2A==&c=OUAcX1z4wFrLzpVHBjG9xN6xPP06GUSHnhjx_O7QNc0mpXcImrpnbQ==&ch=tuWdqw3MLgSc36lacWUWblqz-X92SqrYFrEod-e4TmSt_SM9qzaQUA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017z6AvZzuXI265CXmJQ-GaNEls_yu9korrTN99gPdyNIl0elf1W5_v2zzzGVNFsqFVzY-tjva_t3cWRM99IyTGW1JE_Pa0R1i3WkZq8zu6X18NXfoe6XkJX27qzqdJ26NZoGPcvjkHdNRZXKB80fv8mlK_I80Y7Ms0ErivovxgbZbySvv1dA4B7l7WIToWqLzZx1DRrbjjJetbnOY9yO3kyR-6DZZtgRvK8RTHG9km3ECMyRcoi7nYw==&c=OUAcX1z4wFrLzpVHBjG9xN6xPP06GUSHnhjx_O7QNc0mpXcImrpnbQ==&ch=tuWdqw3MLgSc36lacWUWblqz-X92SqrYFrEod-e4TmSt_SM9qzaQUA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017z6AvZzuXI265CXmJQ-GaNEls_yu9korrTN99gPdyNIl0elf1W5_v4jXbRbXkKp-I_AF4h7E7x1T2G5j2cZm1QJQSv8CVXVGQP2kHmlIOODXnCm2gFtL3NGcjfYLapFNIar6yKZt_2py5ijJ-56z6QvQGo-Vd0mvcGM6qB5MNik85CZMIuqdK0h_ODPlscb0PL5vPzKwcA-JJrpVmSJb69a3dzWVs_ZFkCWXm0ohsmIsKMzvqDYfBg==&c=OUAcX1z4wFrLzpVHBjG9xN6xPP06GUSHnhjx_O7QNc0mpXcImrpnbQ==&ch=tuWdqw3MLgSc36lacWUWblqz-X92SqrYFrEod-e4TmSt_SM9qzaQUA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017z6AvZzuXI265CXmJQ-GaNEls_yu9korrTN99gPdyNIl0elf1W5_v4jXbRbXkKp-I_AF4h7E7x1T2G5j2cZm1QJQSv8CVXVGQP2kHmlIOODXnCm2gFtL3NGcjfYLapFNIar6yKZt_2py5ijJ-56z6QvQGo-Vd0mvcGM6qB5MNik85CZMIuqdK0h_ODPlscb0PL5vPzKwcA-JJrpVmSJb69a3dzWVs_ZFkCWXm0ohsmIsKMzvqDYfBg==&c=OUAcX1z4wFrLzpVHBjG9xN6xPP06GUSHnhjx_O7QNc0mpXcImrpnbQ==&ch=tuWdqw3MLgSc36lacWUWblqz-X92SqrYFrEod-e4TmSt_SM9qzaQUA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017z6AvZzuXI265CXmJQ-GaNEls_yu9korrTN99gPdyNIl0elf1W5_vzKwgOTpq2LuW3cAM_IK0vI2pcOY4Gyh9oSpDU34Q65dXjR1KDCVCxBoyH_VKuMtdVdGF9b8MA1JZiW_cFF_1wP5Nq2vBdKpT_rsQGR1fL6NqX6Bkc5l4qFJN12dw83friyDpHhj36PHN252PPlRV_QQGZutdxYQuQ==&c=OUAcX1z4wFrLzpVHBjG9xN6xPP06GUSHnhjx_O7QNc0mpXcImrpnbQ==&ch=tuWdqw3MLgSc36lacWUWblqz-X92SqrYFrEod-e4TmSt_SM9qzaQUA==


You will receive email notification when you can access your 

2018 validation card online, usually about 10 business days 

after your online renewal payment has been processed. You can 

print your card and save a copy on your computer. 

  

 

BAT EXAMINATION EQUIPMENT  

All of the equipment necessary to conduct the BAT practical examination is provided by 

Washington Certification Services. Applicants will have the following equipment available at each 

examination site: 

• Screw driver 

• Vertical tube 

• Bleed-off valve arrangement 

• Midwest 830 five-valve differential pressure test kit 

• Examination station 

 

 

A lighter model five-valve test kit, Midwest 835, may also be available. Applicants should contact 

Washington Certification Services in advance to reserve a light test kit. A copy of the Non-

Illustrated Field Test Procedures (excerpted from Chapter 9 of the USC Manual of Cross 

Connection Control 10th Edition) will be at the examination for your reference. Scratch paper is 

also provided. 

  

Visit the Washington Certification Services web page for detailed information about the BAT 

certification and professional growth examinations. 

2018 PROFESSIONAL GROWTH DEADLINE  

December 31, 2018 is the professional growth deadline for all Backflow Assembly Testers certified 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017z6AvZzuXI265CXmJQ-GaNEls_yu9korrTN99gPdyNIl0elf1W5_vzezuUwaB0gu8oMLfZpN3N1jq7tfQdiJa8Ait1TX1lvf4CUbRAYnkm0pwgweKSeDF-rM2GN3rimsGJDaFLYIUcD7W-IPvMAtZgOME9WIIb0SRDLTdzAXvzDYE6FxGvoZcUh_NuuwBMJx9a6hZCW7ME2Dx3YpJrommZAQ5AvByxm9ASkcBMQHezhG3rnsnaj4KLMyVloCW9L9&c=OUAcX1z4wFrLzpVHBjG9xN6xPP06GUSHnhjx_O7QNc0mpXcImrpnbQ==&ch=tuWdqw3MLgSc36lacWUWblqz-X92SqrYFrEod-e4TmSt_SM9qzaQUA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017z6AvZzuXI265CXmJQ-GaNEls_yu9korrTN99gPdyNIl0elf1W5_v31U3pQeQ8x0SDZk9uet6uIOUWwpAE2SclOXMBTkncDOhLfaxd_oZK8hQWhX8wNezftG3GwVNN_2QSxzqpsw5q2bRs5yoISea_myNpZYT01IZ7Yy6XRisaFSyVlB48E-Oa3If1LHhfGxRu_v9d41zu9sHsU8K2ETZxqejCacPcnbzlonhbEivnlP_fmNsuJY1l4z1kt6e_qN3zoEzjB6kWc=&c=OUAcX1z4wFrLzpVHBjG9xN6xPP06GUSHnhjx_O7QNc0mpXcImrpnbQ==&ch=tuWdqw3MLgSc36lacWUWblqz-X92SqrYFrEod-e4TmSt_SM9qzaQUA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017z6AvZzuXI265CXmJQ-GaNEls_yu9korrTN99gPdyNIl0elf1W5_v4s-onaw0TKBY3FUOJ_fPEfnuQ-_VNu4egpm520ZgyG28R8p-bO4k3Djq6N7XUjYywzrEESIutP5Nu6p2tk0D3QkcOrHTtDCR7Urjw2HJt7pjFLjZ7CujOkWboYoPBPk8jIB9dAXGYRr_tQMn9lvyVv7jvPv5jdNWkyi_u5mJgtgfcKXhWViynFHEX7UETtQMT4if53LA8Vx&c=OUAcX1z4wFrLzpVHBjG9xN6xPP06GUSHnhjx_O7QNc0mpXcImrpnbQ==&ch=tuWdqw3MLgSc36lacWUWblqz-X92SqrYFrEod-e4TmSt_SM9qzaQUA==


before January 1, 2016. BATs certified after that date have until December 31, 2021 to meet the 

professional growth requirement the first time.   

 

WHY WAIT? APPLY NOW! 

Avoid the rush and take advantage of availability for your preferred examination date 

and location.    

 
Professional growth examinations are added to the online schedule about three months in 

advance. Just select your preferred examination date and location, then submit the online 

application and payment. 

USING THE BLEED-OFF VALVE ARRANGEMENT 

A question commonly asked by Backflow Assembly Testers is "If I don't experience a malfunction 

that requires the use of a bleed-off valve arrangement to diagnose, why do I need to use it at all?" 

The answer is simple. The USC 10th Edition field test procedures currently approved by 

Washington State Department of Health specify how the bleed-off-valve arrangement must be 

used and don't provide exceptions that allow you to omit it. 

  

According to the approved procedures, a bleed-off valve arrangement is necessary to properly 

compensate for and diagnose a malfunction. The potential always exists for a malfunction to occur 

requiring the use of an installed bleed-off valve arrangement - whether testing a backflow 

assembly in a lab/examination environment or in the field. Therefore if the field test procedures 

require installation of the bleed-off valve arrangement, you must do so during an examination. 

  

You can obtain your own copy of the 10th Edition Field Test Procedures by purchasing the Manual 

of Cross Connection Control, 10th Edition directly from the University of Southern California 

Foundation for Cross Connection Control and Hydraulic Research. 

INSTALLATION & REPAIR CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS  

Have you wondered if you were required to have a Contractor Registration or be certified as a 

Specialty Plumber? Department of Health and Department of Labor and Industries have developed 

the Backflow Assembly Testing, Installation & Repair Required Certification/Registration document 

to assist you. Just use the chart to identify the type of assembly service you provide and easily 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017z6AvZzuXI265CXmJQ-GaNEls_yu9korrTN99gPdyNIl0elf1W5_v5JNJsP4tVt31hK-0LEA2-vMiJDxO0UxpoTLwfH6mvSFgi4nFFu5Uwq56VLnaosvSHHpkgCZtB5c33DEgoh5OGzd6auHKp1RcwY0FO6D2C_46TOxayaxpdtHwPGkj4Vz7iU7nG5MuAUSkjdpBUqMqWMMSr-M05DyV70UAuG-PPtlyNcpjKJJnUQdxKrnBRg8AFGMQ7MP5Gul&c=OUAcX1z4wFrLzpVHBjG9xN6xPP06GUSHnhjx_O7QNc0mpXcImrpnbQ==&ch=tuWdqw3MLgSc36lacWUWblqz-X92SqrYFrEod-e4TmSt_SM9qzaQUA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017z6AvZzuXI265CXmJQ-GaNEls_yu9korrTN99gPdyNIl0elf1W5_v_YRYtPe2VXe9nVT2bAq9b0cNV3PLG5sOF1d9kruInkXl8m0t32lJc7Z-LMW1krXHj3FhfkaU7ZI4rVeVyjjsa_rsXxc42p_TIJ-4Z19hHc8bSSYcBWtFZee8nGQZKvEmiE84-6clPHSoQ9Hx_o04oqABTedIO_LCrVPKACCHVLGjAJDmwZvZNCykfVONnIbVg==&c=OUAcX1z4wFrLzpVHBjG9xN6xPP06GUSHnhjx_O7QNc0mpXcImrpnbQ==&ch=tuWdqw3MLgSc36lacWUWblqz-X92SqrYFrEod-e4TmSt_SM9qzaQUA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017z6AvZzuXI265CXmJQ-GaNEls_yu9korrTN99gPdyNIl0elf1W5_v5JNJsP4tVt31hK-0LEA2-vMiJDxO0UxpoTLwfH6mvSFgi4nFFu5Uwq56VLnaosvSHHpkgCZtB5c33DEgoh5OGzd6auHKp1RcwY0FO6D2C_46TOxayaxpdtHwPGkj4Vz7iU7nG5MuAUSkjdpBUqMqWMMSr-M05DyV70UAuG-PPtlyNcpjKJJnUQdxKrnBRg8AFGMQ7MP5Gul&c=OUAcX1z4wFrLzpVHBjG9xN6xPP06GUSHnhjx_O7QNc0mpXcImrpnbQ==&ch=tuWdqw3MLgSc36lacWUWblqz-X92SqrYFrEod-e4TmSt_SM9qzaQUA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017z6AvZzuXI265CXmJQ-GaNEls_yu9korrTN99gPdyNIl0elf1W5_v5JNJsP4tVt31hK-0LEA2-vMiJDxO0UxpoTLwfH6mvSFgi4nFFu5Uwq56VLnaosvSHHpkgCZtB5c33DEgoh5OGzd6auHKp1RcwY0FO6D2C_46TOxayaxpdtHwPGkj4Vz7iU7nG5MuAUSkjdpBUqMqWMMSr-M05DyV70UAuG-PPtlyNcpjKJJnUQdxKrnBRg8AFGMQ7MP5Gul&c=OUAcX1z4wFrLzpVHBjG9xN6xPP06GUSHnhjx_O7QNc0mpXcImrpnbQ==&ch=tuWdqw3MLgSc36lacWUWblqz-X92SqrYFrEod-e4TmSt_SM9qzaQUA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017z6AvZzuXI265CXmJQ-GaNEls_yu9korrTN99gPdyNIl0elf1W5_v6c3VYNEVG01SdIHDy73Lvbk0gftBWjhAl76p3jQK4f7n-wEPzr2fj_ALiOIeaw436rWnGiXe9CFgPHWT11IagH654Q7PQH4B_m5kC-G-Z4uJmD8SpPRTF8va_LbW0r-v6uterHx143KCNMUlk6mA1M=&c=OUAcX1z4wFrLzpVHBjG9xN6xPP06GUSHnhjx_O7QNc0mpXcImrpnbQ==&ch=tuWdqw3MLgSc36lacWUWblqz-X92SqrYFrEod-e4TmSt_SM9qzaQUA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017z6AvZzuXI265CXmJQ-GaNEls_yu9korrTN99gPdyNIl0elf1W5_v6c3VYNEVG01zU-UP00gq6VNacS680DI0olKZT1Oi9IvD4vphqf16Nd9swO-F1QMn-f94QXZZ8aW5nGng4nji0Xph9iQ1B6yKilWjwbwjSntq_OGViBhQwzxwuQ1bSUoMOD5M6RgCS2jKh6YN4YHCKdROXkjcwnr68faz5sJ1H-HrCIpJ0MQWy7oBBmlltVJFpozbq4_Cq_6XIMTToe-HNFWWVNzYbWakA==&c=OUAcX1z4wFrLzpVHBjG9xN6xPP06GUSHnhjx_O7QNc0mpXcImrpnbQ==&ch=tuWdqw3MLgSc36lacWUWblqz-X92SqrYFrEod-e4TmSt_SM9qzaQUA==


determine what the requirement is for that activity. 

  

Visit the Cross-Connection Control and Backflow Prevention section of the Department of Health's 

web page for more important information and resources for certified BATs and public water 

systems. 
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